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Outcome of Project

The Project of “Development of Materials for Supercritical-Water-Cooled Reactor”
(hereinafter this Project) has been conducted from fiscal year (FY) 2004 through FY
2008, which produces the following outcomes.

Keywords:
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Strength, Creep Strength, General Corrosion, Stress Corrosion Cracking (SCC), Swelling,
Phase Stability

1. Objective
The SCWR is an innovative Light Water Reactor, which has high potential of

improving the economics of power generation system mainly through its high thermal
efficiency and system simplification. To make this potential viable, material development
for SCWR core components, especially for fuel claddings, is indispensable. In this Project,
the material data accumulation essential for reactor design, and the material selection
for SCWR core components are carried out through the evaluation of neutron irradiation
effects, high-temperature mechanical strength and corrosion characteristics in
supercritical-pressure water.

In addition, to keep the material tests consistent with the SCWR design, design
studies are carried out on the target plant specifications, requirements for the fuel
cladding material, reactor structure and materials, and so on. The test data are used to

evaluate the integrity of fuel claddings.

2. Outcome of Technology Development

This Project consists of three sub-themes, which are ‘Material/design
compatibility’, ‘Irradiation properties under SCWR temperature condition’ and ‘Complex
effect of irradiation and SCW corrosion’.

Material/design compatibility

In this sub-theme, target specifications of SCWR plant have been set. Especially,
the specifications of the fuel and core have been set, which is necessary for determining
material test conditions, and the material characteristics necessary for the integrity of
fuel claddings are clarified to decide the items and their ranges of the material tests. The
reactor structure and materials are studied and structural analyses of the outlet nozzle,
which is specific to SCWR, to make the technical issues clear.

The Maximum Cladding Surface Temperature (MCST) is one of the most
important specifications for both design and the material tests. Improvements on

fuel/core design have shown the possibility to keep the MCST low enough, while the main
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steam temperature is as high as that of fossil-fired power plants.

Technologies to be developed in the future R&D are made clear.

The material test data are used in the evaluation of the fuel cladding integrity
and it has been shown feasible. This sub-theme was closed successfully in the end of 2007
FY.

Irradiation properties under SCWR temperature condition

Assuming the application to fuel claddings, high-temperature strength, creep
strength and phase stability were evaluated for the candidate materials at elevated
temperatures corresponding to the steady and transient states of SCWR plant operation.
The manufacturability of the small-diameter tube with thin wall for the potential
candidate alloys was confirmed through the trial tests in the factory of the actual fuel
cladding tube. The mechanical properties, void swelling, helium embrittlement and phase
stability were evaluated by means of pressurized tube tests under neutron irradiation
and post irradiation examination on high-temperature strength, hardness, micro
structure observation. The creep rupture stress for 50000 hours was evaluated using
Larson-Miller parameter, considering the importance of creep performance for fuel tube
design. The results demonstrated that some candidate alloys satisfied the requirement
for creep strength at 700°C. The results of the pressurized tube tests revealed that the
creep deformation was dominated by thermal effect rather than at 700°C.

This sub-theme was closed successfully in the end of FY2007.

Complex effect of irradiation and SCW corrosion

Weight change and penetration rate were evaluated via general corrosion tests
with unirradiated samples on the parameters of temperature, exposure time and
dissolved oxygen concentration. Corrosion resistance increased in the order of HCM12,
SUS 316L, SUS 310S, Ni base alloys. The penetration rate at 700°C was estimated by
extrapolation of corrosion data, which results showed the possibility of SUS 310S family
and Ni base alloys. Oxide dispersion strengthened (ODS) steels demonstrated the
decreasing weight change with increasing chromium contents.

Corrosion test loop with an autoclave was installed to handle radioactive
specimens due to neutron irradiation in the hot laboratory of International Research
Center for Nuclear Materials Science, Institute for Materials Research (IMR) Tohoku
University. Specimens, which were irradiated with neutrons at 600°C (design
temperature) in JMTR irradiation capsule and JOYO irradiation capsule, were used for
general corrosion tests in supercritical pressurized water at 600°C. The selected
specimens were made of SUS310S and modified alloys of SUS310S. General corrosion of

irradiated specimens were studied for 500 hours wunder the condition of



supercritical-pressure water at 600°C, 8ppm dissolved oxygen. Weight change of the
irradiated specimens showed slightly larger than that of unirradiated specimens, but
much less than that of SUS316L. These facts suggest that general corrosion seemed not
to be accelerated by neutron irradiation. Therefore, corrosion thinning of the fuel
claddings in supercritical pressured water under neutoron irradiation would not be a
serious issue on the fuel design from the view points of the integrity of them.

Stress corrosion cracking (SCC) properties were evaluated up to 550°C utilizing
slow strain rate tests (SSRT). While SCC susceptibility of sensitized material decreased
with increasing temperature in supercritical region, most austenitic alloys exhibited a
significant number of surface cracks. Through SSRT under vacuum condition, these
surface cracks were understood to be primarily caused by grain boundary slip due to
thermal creep. The SSRT was performed for miniature size specimens irradiated in
JMTR at 600°C with fluence up to 4X1024n/m2, which is regarded to be the lower limit of
irradiation assisted (IA) SCC under the BWR condition. It was revealed that the
high-temperature irradiation in SCWR did not have higher effect than BWR temperature
for IASCC.

3. Summary
The objectives of this project have been fulfilled. The outcome of the project will be

utilized effectively to promote technology development for early realization of the SCWR

plant in domestic and international collaborations.
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